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To A Candle

That Burnt For Every One’s Delight
Prof. Sailendra Narayan Tripathy

“In small proportions we just beauties see
In short measures life may perfect be”
- Ben Jonson
You were a bud who never opened
You were a rainbow who spread
across our sky
You were like a dewdrop
who evaporated before the sunlight came
You were here to spread God’s message of joy
You were a cuckoo who,
brought suggestions of spring

You brought happiness to the world
You bled for the joy of others
You promised a better world

And you vanished before

the night was lifted

For most of us your kindness meant so much
But today the life is dowdy

Our only strength is your care,

attention and feeling

The memories you have given to us

would linger in our battered heart

forever and ever

Wherever you are
Dear Sister!
Smile through Life’s hidden terror

Department of English
Khallikota College
Berhampur
Dist- Ganjam
PIN — 760 001
a-Qa
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Niharika- As | Knew Her
Prof. Srinibas Rath

That was 14 December, 1994. At about 10.30 P.M. | received
a telephonic message from Kamal (Kamal Mohanty, Lecturer in
History of my college). It was a bolt from the blue. Niharika was no
more. It was unbelievable. Nobody in the college was prepared to
accept it. But the reality put everybody into their senses. Niharika
has gone since a year but left her memories behind. This is an humble
attempt to recollect her memories.

My association with Niharika was for a very short period. |
knew her before my joining this college in October, 1992. The first
occasion when | met her was during the Central Valuation in May,
1992 at S.B. Women’s College. She was an assistant examiner on
my table. | was very much impressed with her sobriety and sincerity.

Later on when | joined Cuttack City College, | found her a
teacher with perfection. Her attitude towards her students and
colleagues was very informal and cordial. | have never heard her
talking ill of or complaining against any of her associates. She believed
in respecting her seniors and loving all those who were younger to
her. She never inflicted pain on anybody at a personal level. Because
of her good behaviour she was liked by all, both students and the
staff. In spite of her illness, she never missed any of her classes. She
used to come for the class punctually and left the college immediately
after her classes were over. A committed teacher, a responsible
housewife and a loving mother, she was a personality with all
perfections. | have no words to console Narayan Babu and his two
children. May God bless them.

May Her Soul Rest in Peace.

Cuttack City College
Rajabagicha
Cuttack — 753009
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The Sorrowful Death of a Loving Mother
Prof. Akshaya Kumar Dash

Death is a mystery and a must. We can't challenge it. It is
beyond human control. Long life is desired by all. Nobody likes to die
young. A successful life is measured by noble deeds and not by years.
Even then premature death is too painful to tolerate. Its shining example
is late Mrs. Niharika Das.

It was the 18 December 1994, a Thursday. | was doing
invigilation in the college test examination. | heard that Mr. Narayan
Mohanty had telephoned me. Then what | heard from one of our
local teachers was too painful to describe in words. | could not believe
my ears. It was the death news of Mrs. Niharika Das. | was completely
taken aback. Because she had just returned from Delhi and Lucknow
after successful treatment. One of my students from the Mallipur
village informed that she had passed away the previous night, i.e. on
the 14.12.94. | immediately set out for Mallipur on bike. | could not
find words to console Narayan Sir and his family members. Tears
rolled down from their eyes like an ever-flowing stream. Really, this
death was uncommon and quite heart-breaking.

We are all born in such a world where everything is transient.
The human heart is a temple of the living God. Niharika Madam was
not only the H.O.D. of History of Cuttack City College, Rajabagicha,
Cuttack, she was a messenger of truth, peace and tolerance. She
was not at all worried about her ailment. She was always cheerful
and amiable. She was under treatment of Dr. Radhanath Rath,
specialistin medicine. Sometimes | had to bring an advance ticket for
her. She was suffering from Systemic Sclerosis. Yet she was active
till the last moment of her life. She was the eldest and the only daughter
of her parents. | had gone twice to Bodhapur accompanied by
Narayan Sir and was deeply impressed by their hospitality. Niharika
Madam was maintaining a proper balance between her job and her
domestic life. One day, while teaching her two sons at home, she told
me, “Akshaya ! your sir is always busy with his association work. He
is least concerned about family affairs...”

| had seen her for the last time at the railway station when she
was going to New Delhi accompanied by her father, brother and
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Narayan Sir for treatment. All other family members were present at
the station. Tapan Sir and many other well-wishers were also present
there. | saluted her and she smiled in her usual manner. Little did |
know then that it was my last meeting with her. Her death news was
published in almost all the newspapers of our State. When | distributed
the cards for heEkadashahan Cuttack, | received sympathetic
words at each and every body’s door. Her feminine virtues were
admirable and scarcely noticed in the demoralized world of today.

Mrs. Nihariak Das was an ideal teacher. All the members of
staff and students liked her. She was one of the founding members of
teaching staff of Cuttack City College. Her sudden death has affected
the whole college. This year when | was evaluating C.H.S.E. English
papers in S.B. Women'’s College, Cuttack, Runi Madam of Cuttack
City College was also an assistant examiner on our table. We both
had an occasion to discuss her and she said, “Niharika Apa was very
sincere in duty and careful about others, but she neglected herself”.
Runi Madam became a bit emotional and said, “We won't allow any
outside Lecturer to join in her post”. She was a woman of childlike
simplicity, student-like obedience and mother-like affection. Even the
servants in their house praised her for her generosity. | have seen her
kneeling down to salute Dr. Dhaneswar Mohapatra, an eminent
educationist of our State, at her residence. She was quite liberal while
evaluating examination papers. She also has registered for Ph.D.
degree. But like an unfortunate bud she was nipped by providence
rather prematurely. In different critical situations of my life, | have
consulated with her and received assurance from her. Her life is a
lesson for me. Her absence has left a vacuum in my life.

Niharika Madam, Lecturer in History as she was, has gone
into the pages of History. May God bless her and may her soul ascend
heaven. | pray to God for the prosperity of her two sons, Bapu and
Lincoln. Though she is dead, she will forever live in the hearts of all
her colleagues and students. We will cherish her memory with love
and reverence.

Kishore Nagar College
Kishore Nagar

Dist- Cuttack

PIN — 754131
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The joys and sorrows of living in a
joint family

Late Niharika Das

The Latin word ‘Familia’ from which the word family is derived
means a household and is truly applicable to a joint family in India.
Living together under the same roof with grandparents, their sons
and grandsons with their wives and children is indeed a unique
experience for the woman living in Indian society.

In such a family the earnings of every adult member go into a
common fund from which all expenses are met. The grandfather has
the final say in all matters relating to the family while his wife is the
lady of the house. There is a common kitchen and there is no question
of even newly married couples having separate arrangements for
either cooking their food or eating by themselves. There is total and
genuine respect for all elders and firm discipline is maintained.

Joint families like the autonomous village communities and the
caste system have been a distinctive feature of the Indian social
structure for centuries. Since all the members have joint sharers in
the common property of the family, inheritance is fixed by survivorship
and the principle of primogeniture with the eldest son succeeding to
the property of his father on the latter’s demise. Women seldom enjoy
equality of status. In fact, they are all too preoccupied with domestic
duties and chores to think of rights and privileges.

However, the joint family system has been rapidly breaking up
in India as a result of increasing individualistic and independent attitudes
of grown-up children. Of course, in a joint family there is little scope
for individual creativity or enterprise which may well be one of the
chief reasons for its disintegration. It is characterized by too much of
suppression, implicit and blind obedience to the elder members’ dictates
even when these commands are irrational and discriminatory in nature
and impact. A joint family allows for no dissent or discussion. Itis all
command on one side and obedience on the other.

In no aspect of life does the joint family allow any kind of
individual freedom. Life is silent and rigidly bound by family discipline.
The women hardly have any liberty to move out of the house or dress
as they please or even establish friendship with other women of their
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age group. The caste system imposed further restrictions. Everyone,
whether male or female was bound by the customs, traditions and the
culture to which the elders were habituated. There is little opportunity
for the development of individual personality. Life is dull and boring
with no variety which is rightly regarded as the spice of life.

However, there certainly is security, both social and economic,
for all the members. No single member has to bother about either
food or shelter - problems which cause a great deal of worry to people
living separately and entirely on their own limited resources. Even
expenditure during illness is met from the common kitty. But this does
not always ensure happiness.

In the olden days most married couples had a fairly large
number of children, with the naive belief that there would be shelter
and food for every additional pair of hands. The fires of the common
kitchen would be kept burning all the day through.

Though crowded joint family establishments are badly ventilated
and very often old-fashioned and much too congested, yet there seems
to have been a certain charm in being a member of such a family.
The small, separate homes of couples choosing to live away from
their parents often look like ‘empty shells’ when both husband and
wife are away at work.

The traditional joint family system did not allow its women to
take up employment elsewhere except on the family’s jointly-owned
farm or enterprise. But the scenario has changed with the times, with
women taking up employment to supplement the family income. In a
joint family there is no incentive for the women to supplement either
the father’s or the husband’s income as it would hardly alleviate the
family’s standards.

Under such a system one has to suffer silently. No voices are
raised and no protests ever made. Thus the joint family system stifled
individual talent. Therefore, one can safely conclude that though the
system was compatible with our agrarian past and may have served
the society well, yet it is unsuitable to contemporary socio-economic
conditions. Hence, as was inevitable, the system is breaking up under
the mounting pressures of modern life and times and wherever it
exists, it does so, on borrowed time.

Nadia Nivas
Jhanjiri Mangala
Cuttack — 753 009
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